NOVEMBER 28

Prepare
Your Heart
OUR PRAYER FOR
PARENTS:
Dear God,
Thank you for the
wonderful parents of
ALIVE who are faithfully
pursuing you for
themselves, for their
children, and for their
families. You and only
you, see every need and
every anxiety and every
dream. You care for your
children deeply and you
walk this path of
parenthood with them.
Our prayer is that they
would feel your presence,
they would know your
goodness and your
faithfulness. Be ever so
real to them as they lead
and learn and love their
families through this
season. Amen.

WHAT TO EXPECT: Every day
from November 28 December 25, we've
provided scripture, a short
devotional, conversation
questions, and application
points. These daily
devotionals should take your
family 3-7 minutes,
depending on the age of
your children, and whether
or not you look up all the
scriptures for yourselves.
We've also included a
"Christmas Checklist" in the
back of this book. Tear it out
and post it on the fridge!
Create a plan to have
intentional family time
around activities like these.
Check them off as you make
memories together.
WHAT TO PREPARE: November
28-30th is your prep time.
The devotionals on those
days are for you, the parent,
to prepare your heart and
mind for leading your family.
During this time, begin to

“SO THEN, PREPARE YOUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR
ACTION! STAY ALERT AND FIX YOUR HOPE FIRMLY
ON THE MARVELOUS GRACE THAT IS COMING TO
YOU. FOR WHEN JESUS CHRIST IS UNVEILED, A
GREATER MEASURE OF GRACE WILL BE RELEASED
TO YOU.” - 1 PETER 1:13 TPT

plan out when in the day your
family will gather for
devotional time from
December 1-25.
Additionally, use these final
days of November to check
out the "Christmas Checklist"
and schedule out when your
family can realistically have
some intentional, fun, family
time. The Christmas season is
busy! Don't let this season get
away from you - capture
these moments with
intentional planning.
Set aside the time you will
need to dig into the content
of these devotionals, whether
it's bedtime, breakfast time,
or somewhere in between.
And finally, prepare your
heart and come ready to
lead your family.

NOVEMBER 29
Use the page to write a prayer for your family.

GROW IN FAITH
Each day, we’ll
include
conversation
starters or
questions for you
to pose to your
family. What kind
of growth do you
want to see in
your family’s
faith? What are
some things
you’re prepared
to do to help
your family
“grow in faith?”
MAKE A
DIFFERENCE
After each
devotional, we
will provide
tangible ways for
kids to act on
their faith, or talk
about their faith
with a friend. We
encourage you
to find another
parent or family
to share this
season with. Talk
with them about
how their family’s
study is going
and share with
them how yours
is going!

Prepare Your Heart
MEET GOD

I don’t know how you’re feeling about
entering into these devotionals with
your family - but growing up, I thought
family devotionals were totally lame. I
fought my parents every time they
attempted them. On the other hand,
my husband’s family was still doing
morning devotionals together when
half the kids were in college! Maybe
you have a child like me, or maybe you
have a family like his… I can’t promise
that every person in your family will be
engaged in conversation every time but I can promise, (and this is coming
from the person who hated devotionals
as a kid), that setting aside intentional
time for prayer and learning God’s
word, will have a lasting impact on your
kids and your family!
If you’ve been a parent for at least ten
minutes, you’ve already discovered
that parenting is a thankless job. Your
kids don’t understand how much
energy you put into loving them,
providing for them, and raising them to
love the Lord - they never will.
In the same way, we are incapable of
understanding the love, the patience,
and the great plan that God has for us.
From the beginning, God has had a
plan to redeem His people - to draw
them into relationship with Him. From
the beginning, God has had a plan for
the LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

NOVEMBER 30

Prepare Your
Heart
MEET GOD
The church has approximately
52 hours a year with a child.
School has 1440 hours, and
family has even more than
that! Our school system has put
together a scope and
sequence for what our kids will
learn and when. We have
something similar in the church
and at home. Kids learn about
the birth of Jesus, David and
Goliath, and God creating the
earth, long before they dive
into the theology of baptism,
communion, or the division of
denominations. At home, kids
begin by helping set the table
or feed the dog, before
they’re expected to fix dinner
for the family.

If the church only has 52 hours
to invest in the discipling of kids
and students - then where else
and when else will they be
developing their spiritual
maturity? Honestly - it’s
constantly being formed in
them - whether we know it or
not… and whether we invest in
it or not.
Investing in your child’s spiritual
journey might sound
overwhelming! Where do you
begin? What do they need to
know? What if they have
questions I don’t know the
answer to? (Did all my hair just
go grey?)
I urge you to start with this:
capture the moments and
milestones that already exist in

“Be shepherds of God’s flock, the believers under your care. Watch
over them, though not because you have to. Instead, do it because you
want to. That’s what God wants you to do. Don’t do it because you
want to get money in dishonest ways. Do it because you really want to
serve. Don’t act as if you were a ruler over those under your care.
Instead, be examples to the flock.” - 1 Peter 5:2-3 NIRV

your child’s day to day, and in
your child’s life.
Capture Christmas. Commit to
leading your family through
seasons that already exist in
their life, using biblical tools
and resources. You’re not in
this alone! Remember our
challenge to you yesterday grab a friend and encourage
each other to invest in your
families throughout this Advent
season. Get real with one
another when it's hard to be a
parent. And whatever season
your family is in - don’t miss it.

GROW IN FAITH

Looking for more resources on
how to lead your family through
different phases and seasons?
The ALIVE Kids Resource Wall
has lots of recommendations.
Check out “It’s Just a Phase”
and “Don’t Miss It” by Reggie
Joyner and Kristen Ivy.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Prayer makes a difference! Do
you believe that? Pray for your
spouse, pray over your family,
and pray together!

DECEMBER 1

In the Beginning…
Genesis 1 & 2
MEET GOD
The Bible begins with the book of

Genesis where God creates the
whole world and everything in it.
In Genesis 1 and 2, God makes
the sky, the land, the animals,
the oceans, night and day, and
so much more, including Adam
and Eve- the very first humans!
When God makes all of these
things, He says they are very
good. He even walks in the
Garden of Eden with Adam and
Eve and gives them everything
they need. He does this
because God LOVES Adam and
Eve. He loves all the things He
created- which means He also
loves YOU!
This is where the story of
Christmas begins.

GROW IN FAITH

Read Genesis 1:3.
What are some
things God created
that you think are
good? What are
some things God
created that you
love? Take turns
sharing these things
and why you love
them too!

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

God created so
many great things
and loves them very
much! Tell a friend or
family member
something you love
about them. Remind
them that God
created them and
loves them too!

“God saw everything he had made. And it was very good.
There was evening, and there was morning. It was day six.”
- Genesis 1:31 NIRV

DECEMBER 2

Darkness Enters
the World
Genesis 3, Romans 5:12
MEET GOD
Even though God loved Adam and Eve, and they
knew He loved them deeply, they still made the
wrong choice and disobeyed Him.
The serpent in the Garden deceived Eve so she
and Adam ate the fruit that God told them to stay
away from. When they ate the fruit, they knew
what they had done was wrong (a sin) and they
tried to hide from God (Genesis 3). When this
happened, darkness entered the world, and
Adam and Eve were separated from God’s light.

God was angry, but because He loved them so
much, He promised them that he would send a
LIGHT into the world: this light was Jesus and he
would save God’s people from the darkness of sin
(Romans 5:12)!
GROW IN FAITH

How do you think
Adam and Eve
felt when they
sinned and hid
from God? How
did that feeling
change when
God promised to
restore light to the
world?

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Everybody disobeys God, when we
sin against God, we separate
ourself from Him. Think about when
you sin against a friend - does it
bring you closer together or
separate you? Luckily for us, He
always forgives! Practice asking for
forgiveness and talk about what it
feels like to be forgiven.

DECEMBER 3

The Ark

Genesis 6:5-22

MEET GOD A long time after Adam and Eve, there came
a man named Noah. God loved Noah very much and
Noah was faithful to obey God’s Word. But, there were
many people who didn’t listen to God; they disobeyed and
sinned, just like Adam and Eve. The world got so dark with sin
that God chose to send a flood so He could start over with
his people! But God didn’t leave His people without hope!
Since Noah and his family loved God and listened to the
things He said, God wanted them to be the first family in His
new world. So, He asked Noah to build a GIANT ark and
bring his family and two of every animal on the boat so they
could have a fresh start! It had never even rained before,
but Noah trusted God that He would do what He said, and
send a flood. The flood was scary for Noah and his family,
but more importantly, they had hope for a new life with
God.

GROW IN FAITH

Have you ever had to restart something?
Maybe it was a project, a relationship, or an
assignment for school. What was it like? Do you
believe God helped you through it?

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

God asked Noah to build an ark (or a really
big boat) long before it started to rain… and
Noah had never even seen rain before! But
Noah kept building and believing even
though people around him didn’t
understand, and even though he probably
didn’t fully understand either! He just trusted
that God would do what He said He would
do. Is it easy to obey when we don’t
understand? This Christmas season, we
challenge you to obey, even when you don’t
understand, and even when others around
you don’t understand.

“The Lord saw how
bad the sins of
everyone on earth
had become. They
only thought about
evil things. 6 The
Lord was very sad
that he had made
human beings on
the earth. His heart
was filled with
pain.”
- Genesis 6:5-6 NIRV

DECEMBER 4

The Rainbow
Promise
Genesis 9:12-17

MEET GOD
Once the ark was ready, the flood began! It
rained for forty days and forty nights and the
whole Earth was covered in water. During the
flood, Noah and his family and all the animals
were on the ark for a long time. They weren’t
sure when they’d be able to get off, but they
trusted God and He showed them when it was
safe! Once they got off the ark, God promised
He would never flood the earth again. When He
made this promise, He showed Noah and his
family a rainbow as a symbol of that promise.
Now, whenever we see a rainbow, we can be
reminded that God keeps His promises!
GROW IN FAITH

What promise did God
make when he
showed Noah and his
family the rainbow?
What other promises
has God made?

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Not everyone knows the
significance of the
rainbow. Tell a friend
about God’s promise
today!

DECEMBER 5

Many Stars
Genesis 12:1-7,
15:1-6, & 22:17-18,
Hebrews 11:8

“The Lord told Abram
outside and said, “Look
up at the sky. Count the
stars, if you can.” Then
he said to him, “That’s
how many children will
be born into your
family.”
- Genesis 15:5 NIRV

MEET GOD
Have you ever looked up to
the sky at night and tried to
count the stars? I’ve tried,
and it’s impossible! There
are too many up there!
God promised Abram (who
would later be called
“Abraham”) that he would
have a family so big it
would be like the stars in the
sky - you wouldn’t even be
able to count the people!
Not only would Abram have
a big family, but God
promised that the LIGHT of
the world would come from
this family! But the thing
was… Abram didn’t have
ANY kids, so he didn’t know
how his family would grow.
He had to trust that God
would do what He promised,
even if it seemed
impossible!

“ABRAHAM HAD FAITH. SO HE OBEYED GOD. GOD
CALLED HIM TO GO TO A PLACE HE WOULD LATER
RECEIVE AS HIS OWN. SO HE WENT. HE DID IT
EVEN THOUGH HE DIDN’T KNOW WHERE HE WAS
GOING." - HEBREWS 11:8 NIRV

God called Abram to
leave his home, and to
follow Him on a long
journey. Along the way, the
stars lit up the night sky for
Abram and every night he
was reminded of the
promise God had made to
send a LIGHT to the whole
world!

GROW IN FAITH

Sometimes the dark can get
scary but in today’s true story
from the Bible, God told
Abram, “Do not be afraid,
Abram. I am your shield, your
very great reward.” (Gen.
15:1) Plus, the stars in the sky
lit up the night for Abram,
and reminded him of the
promise God had made! Are
you ever afraid of the dark?
Say Genesis 15:1 out loud
together!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

At your next sleepover, try
and count the stars with your
friends. Tell your friends about
the promise God made to
Abram and how the stars are
a reminder that God always
keeps His promises!

DECEMBER 6

Abraham’s Belief
Genesis 12:2 & 4, 15:1-6,
17:1-7 & 15-22, & 21:1-7

GROW IN FAITH
Do you think you
could’ve done
what Abraham
did and change
your name
before it made
sense? That’s
called “acting in
faith.”

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

Discuss as a
family some
ways you can
each “act in
faith” this week.
When we “act in
faith” others see
it, and it can
open doors for us
to tell them
about Jesus!

MEET GOD
Abram believed God when He
made him a promise to give him a
big family and to bring the LIGHT of
the world through his family.
But, Abram was already 75 when
God gave him this promise…As the
years went by, Abram kept getting
older, and trusting God for a family
was getting harder to do!
When Abram was 99, before his
promised son, Isaac was even born,
God came to him and told him to
change his name to “Abraham.” By
adding the “h” in his name, he was
calling himself “FATHER!” That took a
LOT of faith in God to change his
name before his son was born!
After this, Abraham’s wife Sarah
became pregnant and they had a
son named Isaac. (FINALLY!). God
blessed Abraham and Isaac and
their family for generations and
generations. He kept ALL His
promises to them!
Isaac was a gift to Abraham, but he
wasn’t the LIGHT of the world…

DECEMBER 7

God Provides a
Sacriƒice
Genesis 22:1-18
MEET GOD
After all those promises that God kept to
Abraham, God presented Abraham with a
test! Not the kind of test that’s on paper
with multiple choice answers… but the kind
of test where you have to do something
REALLY hard!
God asked Abraham to take Isaac up a
mountain and offer him as a sacrifice! But
how will all of God’s promises for a big
family come true of Abraham’s son is
dead???

GROW IN FAITH

This story reminds us
of anther time that
someone was
willing to sacrifice
their “only son.”
Who else gave their
“only son”?

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

This is another big
“act of faith” in
Abraham’s story. Is
He might’ve had questions - but he didn’t
God asking you to
doubt! Abraham trusted God and headed
act in faith? How
up the mountain with Isaac…
so? How could
Abraham prepared an alter, tied up his son, acting in faith lead
others to meet
and placed him on top of it and RIGHT
before Abraham sacrificed Isaac, an Angel God?
appeared and stopped him! (phew!) God
provided a ram for Abraham to sacrifice
instead - just like Abraham had trusted Him
to do!

DECEMBER 8

Joseph in Egypt
Genesis 37-50
MEET GOD
One of Abraham’s grandchildren
was Joseph. Joseph’s brothers
hated him, and sold him into
slavery - he got shipped all the way
to Egypt! Despite the hardships he
faced, Joseph loved God and
trusted that He’d take care of him.
God blessed Joseph greatly!
Joseph was such a good servant
that he became the Egyptian King
Pharaoh’s right hand man!
At the same time, there was a
famine in the land where Joseph’s
family was living. Because Joseph
had gained favor in Egypt, he was
able to invite his family (which was
a TON of people!) to live in Egypt
where there would be plenty of
food for them.
GROW IN FAITH
Joseph didn’t have to invite his family (who
had sold him into slavery) to come live
safely in Egypt! Do you think you would’ve
been able to forgive like Joseph did? Also,
what would’ve happened to God’s people
if they didn’t have access to the food in
Egypt?

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE
God took care of
Joseph even when he
was sold into slavery,
and taken a long way
from home. And, he
took care of His
people, who would’ve
gone hungry during
the famine! God was
faithful to Joseph & His
people - and Joseph
was faithful to God!
Discuss the meaning
of being “faithful” as a
family.

DECEMBER 9

The Nation of Israel
Exodus 1:7 & 13:21
MEET GOD
God promised that Abraham’s family would grow
so large that they could hardly be counted and
boy, did it grow! The family grew so much that
they weren’t just known as Abraham’s family, but
as the nation of Israel.
Some time passed and the nation of Israel was
taken to Egypt and became slaves to Pharaoh. A
lot of the people lost hope and probably felt like
God had forgotten about them, but He did not!
He never forgets us! He sent a man named Moses
to lead them out of Egypt and across the
wilderness to find the land that God had promised
to them - the Land of Abraham.
It is hard navigating the wilderness of life,
especially in the dark, but God made sure they

had everything they needed to survive the journey.
He led them with a great cloud by day and a fire at
night that guided them every step of the way. God
was reminding His people of His promise to send a
LIGHT of the world that would never go dark!
GROW IN FAITH

Do you ever feel like you
don’t know where to
turn? Life has a way of
being confusing at
times, but remember,
you are not alone. God
sees us and knows
where we need to turn!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Do you know someone who
needs a reminder of God’s
promise to never leave us
and to always LIGHT the
path for us? How can you
share the GOOD NEWS of
the LIGHT of the world with
them this season?

DECEMBER 10

Give Us A King

1 Samuel 8

MEET GOD The world grew dark again as the people forgot
about how God lead them out of Egypt. The people were
desperate - they kept sinning and they knew they needed
someone to lead them - someone to be their LIGHT out of the
darkness. The people became the
nation of Israel, and asked God for
“The Lord told him,
a King, but they were completely
“Listen to everything
missing that GOD was their king!
the people are saying
He judged them - He told them
to you. You are not
how to fix their mistakes and loved
the one they have
them even when they were
wrong. He went before them - He
turned their backs
was never reacting to what they
on. I am the one they
had done, He always knew what
do not want as their
they would do, and He always
king. They are doing
had a plan, and made a way out!
just as they have
He fought their battles! Didn’t they
remember when the walls of
always done. They
Jericho fell? Did they really think
have deserted me
that was because of their
and served other
marching and their horns?
gods. They have
done that from the
time I brought them
up out of Egypt until
this day. Now they
are deserting you
too.” - 1 Samuel 8:7-8
NIRV

God was a much better king than
the kings of any other nation! Even
though the Israelites were clearly
missing how God was their LIGHT
out of the darkness, God agreed
to give the Israelites a King to rule
over the nation, but the world was
still dark, and the LIGHT was still on
the way…

GROW IN FAITH
We can be quick
to want what
others have
(especially at
Christmas), but
the Israelites
were called to
be “set apart,”
which means
they were called
to be noticeably
different than
the nations
around them.
We’re called to
be set apart too!
Is it easy being
set apart? Why
or why not?

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE
When we are “set
apart” it's easy to
see what we don’t
have, instead of
what we do. The
Israelites could
only see that they
didn't have a King
- they totally forgot
the BLESSING that
it was to have
GOD as their King!
Spread the LIGHT
of Christ, by telling
someone you
know about the
BLESSINGS you
have in Christ.

“In spite of
what Samuel
said, the
people
refused to
listen to him.
“No!” they
said. “We
want a king
to rule over
us. Then
we’ll be like
all the other
nations. We’ll
have a king
to lead us.
He’ll go out
at the head
of our armies
and fight our
battles.”
- 1 Samuel
8:19-20

DECEMBER 11

Man af ter
God’s Own
Heart
1 Samuel 13:14 & 16:1-15

MEET GOD
God gave the people of Israel a king named
David. He was a good king! He did his best as
often as he could, but he wasn’t perfect. He
wasn’t the LIGHT of the world that God had
promised the Israelites.
David gave his all to serve and love the people
God had trusted him to lead. He stayed focused
on being a “man after God’s own heart”, but
occasionally he got distracted. No matter where
he turned, whether it was a little mistake or a big
one - David always turned back to the One his
heart loved - he turned back to God.
Whether we get it right every time or we slip up
God still loves us. Being perfect isn’t the goal.
Our goal is to always try our best to be “people
after God’s own heart.”
GROW IN FAITH

Do you know God
loves you even
when you make
mistakes? What
would it look like to
be a family “after
God’s own heart?

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Remember, being perfect
is not required to be loved
by God. So, we shouldn’t
require the people we love
to be perfect either. We
can forgive, just like God
forgives us.

DECEMBER 12

King David’s
Legacy
2 Samuel 7

“Lord and King, how
great you are! There
isn’t anyone like you.
There isn't any God
but you. We have
heard about it with
our own ears.”
- 2 Samuel 7:22 NIRV

MEET GOD
David was a pretty good king!
We talked about how he was
known as a “man after God’s
own heart” and he always
gave his best to serve and love
God.
God made a promise to David
that He would send the LIGHT of
the World to be the greatest
King ever through David’s
family! Wow! Another family
promise, like Abraham’s

“BUT I WILL NEVER TAKE MY LOVE AWAY
FROM YOUR SON. YOUR ROYAL HOUSE
AND YOUR KINGDOM WILL LAST FOREVER
IN MY SIGHT. YOUR THRONE WILL LAST
FOREVER.” - 2 SAMUEL 7:15b-16 NIRV
promise to have a HUGE
family - this was another
HUGE promise. THE King,
Himself, would be coming
soon and He would be
related to King David!!
This promise did not come
with a specific date or
anything so David and the
rest of the kingdom of Israel
had to wait patiently. They
did not get to sit back and
relax, no way! God told
them to keep serving and
loving each other and to
keep His commandments
while they waited. The
people were called to obey
because they had the hope
that the LIGHT of the world
was on the way!

GROW IN FAITH

Waiting is hard. Especially
when the “prize” at the end
of our wait seems like
something we can take
without waiting… Are you
good at patience? One way
we get better at patience is
by thinking about the things
we already have that we are
thankful for. Talk about what
you’re thankful for as a family
(it might help as you wait for
Christmas!).

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

So what are you waiting on?
(Maybe it’s Christmas!) Is
there some way you can use
your “waiting time” to show
love to or serve? Maybe the
best time to get up and do
something is “in the
meantime!”

DECEMBER 13

God LIGHTs Up The Altar

1 Kings 18:17-46

MEET GOD In today’s story, The world was dark, and some of the
people were worshipping other gods named Baal. But these fake
gods had nothing on God! God’s people needed rain, and to
prove that our God was the TRUE God, Elijah, a prophet,
reminded the people that God is powerful and He is good - He
would provide for them.
Elijah poured water all over an
altar, and God still lit it on fire!
Elijah didn’t have matches or
a lighter or any fire supplies at
all!
God is SO POWERFUL and SO
GOOD! He always takes care
of His people. He keeps His
promises OVER AND OVER
AND OVER. Even though they
didn't know how the fire would
get lit since the altar was
drenched in rain - GOD SENT
FIRE! And they didn't know
when the rain would come,
but God showed up with a
rain cloud, right on time. He
didn’t send just a drizzle, that
wouldn’t really water the
crops. And he didn't send a
storm, that would wash away
everything. He sent a perfect
rain to meet all of the needs of
His people!

“Then you
pray to your

GROW IN FAITH

God showed up in a big and powerful way
in this TRUE story from the Bible. He sent FIRE
on the altar, and then He sent rain for His
people. When you read the passage, what
did you think would happen? Did you think
the altar would be able to catch fire even
with all that water? Why or why not? What
has God provided for you?

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Talk with your family about some ways you
all have seen God show up. Commit to
reminding each other (and anyone who
needs reminding) of this evidence as proof
that God is powerful, God is good, and God
keeps His promises.

god. And I’ll
pray to the
Lord. The god
who answers
by sending
fire down is
the one and
only God. [..]
The fire of the
Lord came
down. It
burned up the
sacrifice. It
burned up the
wood and the
stones and
the soil. It
even dried up
the water in
the ditch.”
- 1 Kings
18:24a & 38
NIRV

DECEMBER 14

The Stump
of Jesse
Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-5 &10
MEET GOD

Remember that promise made to King David, “the Light of World is
coming through your family”? It was a big promise, but didn’t come with
a lot of details or anything like that…. until one day, a man named
Isaiah got a message from God! God gave him exciting details about
the arrival of the LIGHT of the world so that His people would know what
to look for!
Isaiah described the coming King as a branch that grows from the
“stump of Jesse”. This was weird… a stump is a dead tree, not a LIGHT for
the world!? This prophecy was describing Jesus’ Family Tree. You see,
Jesse was David’s dad, so Isaiah was talking about David’s family!
Isaiah shared all sorts of details about how He would arrive, what He
would do, and so much more. Many of these details seemed strange to
the people, but it all lined up with the promises that had come before
this - that the LIGHT of the world would come from Abraham’s family
and David’s family. I’m sure this brought a lot of excitement to their
hearts! They could feel the day coming closer!

GROW IN FAITH

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Some of Isaiah’s prophecies were
hard for the people to believe or
understand. Do you ever have a
hard time understanding
something in the Bible? Talk with
your family about this.

It’s okay to have big questions about the
Bible! God can handle them and the
people who love you want to help you
understand. Don’t be afraid to ask big
questions, and be quick to listen patiently
when other people have questions too.

DECEMBER 15

The Great
Wait
Isaiah 33:2 &
Lamentations 3:25-26
MEET GOD

The promise had been made,
some details given, but the
people had to wait and wait and
wait! The long wait for the LIGHT
of the World seemed to drag on
for what felt like forever.
No new updates came, no
progress was made, but the
people did not lose hope. The
Lord sees us and knows us in our
waiting.
When we go through waiting
periods we have the opportunity
to grow in our faith in God. We
can lean into Him and allow Him
to bless us with patience. We can
also ask Him to give us chances
to love others as we wait.

GROW IN FAITH

We are not abandoned
when we face waiting.
We are empowered, just
like the Israelites to serve
and to love others! To
share the good news of
why we are waiting and
help others learn about
the LIGHT of the World!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Consider what it might
look like for you to share
the good news of Christ
with someone. Maybe it
is as simple as sharing
the Christmas story and
why it changed the
world at the time and
also impacts us today!

DECEMBER 16

GROW IN FAITH
Do you think the
Israelites were
expecting THE
LIGHT OF THE
WORLD to come
in the form of a
baby? Do you
think they
expected a
young girl to be
in charge of
raising the one
who would save
them all?

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

1 Timothy 4:12 says,
“Don’t let anyone
look down on you
because you are
young. Set an
example for the
believers in what
you say and in how
you live. Also set an
example in how
you love and in
what you believe.
Show the believers
how to be pure.”
Break down this
verse as a family every word of this
verse is applicable
to us! How are you
challenged by this
verse?

The Angel
Luke 1:26-47
MEET GOD
Finally! One day, after many many
many years of waiting, an angel
named Gabriel appeared to a girl
named Mary and said "You're going
to have a baby!" The angel told
Mary "Do not be afraid!" This baby
will be THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD!
Mary was shocked to be greeted
by an angel! She was shocked that
she would have a baby! And she
was shocked that HER BABY would
be THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD!!!
Even though she was scared, (and
probably very unsure if this was all a
dream), Mary said “I serve the
Lord.”
A little while later, Mary visited her
cousin Elizabeth, who was also
pregnant. Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit and said to Mary,
“You have believed that the Lord
would keep his promises to you!” (v.
45).
Even though everything that was
happening to her had never
happened before, Mary believed
that God would keep His promise to
His people to send a LIGHT OF THE
WORLD!

DECEMBER 17

Joseph Believes
Matthew 1:18-25
MEET GOD
God had made a promise that the
LIGHT of the World would come
through the family of David and it
was about to happen! Joseph - the
guy who would soon marry Mary had a conversation with an angel.
This was a big deal because he was
having second thoughts about this
whole Mary situation, but God had
made a promise.
The angel met with Joseph and
calmed his heart by telling him what
was going to happen. Joseph knew
the promise of God and he was
about to be directly involved in it
coming true! How exciting! We’ve
seen God make promises and they
have all come true and now, in this
moment - the biggest promise of all
is about to happen! It wasn’t just
going to impact Mary. It wasn’t just
going to impact Joseph. It was going
to impact the whole world!

GROW IN FAITH

What do you do
when you’re scared?
When we are faced
with something
huge, maybe even
kind of scary, we
can look to God.
Remembering His
promises can make
a difference in how
we respond to big
situations.

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

Do you know
anyone going
through something
new, big or scary?
How might the
GOOD NEWS that
God keeps His
promises, calm their
nerves?

“But as Joseph
was thinking
about this, an
angel of the Lord
appeared to him in
a dream. The
angel said,
“Joseph, son of
David, don’t be
afraid to take Mary
home as your wife.
The baby inside
her is from the
Holy Spirit. 21 She
is going to have a
son. You must give
him the name
Jesus. That’s
because he will
save his people
from their sins.”
- Matthew 1:20-21
NIRV

DECEMBER 18

Jesus’ Family Tree
Matthew 1:1-17
MEET GOD God gave details to His people long before
Jesus arrived so that they would recognize Him as THE
LIGHT OF THE WORLD! These are called “prophecies.”
Jesus’ birth fulfilled many prophecies. Jesus came from
Abraham’s family tree, from Isaac, just as God
promised in Genesis 12:3 & 17:19. The nations were
blessed through Jacob’s offspring (and Jacob came
from Abraham & Isaac) just like God promised in
Genesis 28:14. God continued to make promises to
Abraham’s descendants like Judah and David (Genesis
49:10 & 2 Samuel 7:12-13).
Another prophecy fulfilled in Jesus’ birth was that He
would be born from a virgin (Isaiah 7:14), and that
Christ would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).
God keeps His promises. He sent the LIGHT OF THE
WORLD - the HOPE of the world - just as He said He
would!

GROW IN FAITH

Jesus fulfilled a LOT of
prophecies in his
lifetime. Even still, not
everyone believed He
was who He said He
was. Do you have a
hard time believing in
Jesus? Is it easy for you
to believe that God will
keep his promises?
Why or why not?

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Interested in learning more
or telling others about all
the prophecies Jesus
fulfilled? Check out this
resource: “Isaiah’s
Prophecies Fulfilled in Jesus
Matching Card Set” from
kidsreadtruth.com These
are an incredible way to
tell others about the TRUE
GOOD NEWS of Jesus!

DECEMBER 19

Into
Bethlehem
Luke 2:1-7 & 19,
John 1:9

“The true light
that gives light
to everyone
was coming
into the world.”
- John 1:9

MEET GOD: The time has
come! The waiting is over!
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD IS
COMING RIGHT NOW! Roll out
the red carpet, fill the house
with guests, and let’s
celebrate the arrival of our
King!
You’d think that was how it
happened, right? Well, it was
nothing like that at all. The
arrival of the biggest promise
God made to the world came
quietly in the night. The King
of Kings was born in a barn
amongst animals. He was
wrapped in strips of cloth
and laid in a feeding trough.
That doesn’t seem very
Kinglike, does it? Of course
not, but it happened. The

“SHE GAVE BIRTH TO HER FIRST
BABY. IT WAS A BOY. SHE WRAPPED
HIM IN LARGE STRIPS OF CLOTH.
THEN SHE PLACED HIM IN A
MANGER. THAT’S BECAUSE THERE
WAS NO GUEST ROOM WHERE THEY
COULD STAY.”
- LUKE 2:7 NIRV

LIGHT of the World had come softly and would grow to
make the biggest impact anyone could ever imagine.
Our King, Jesus Christ, was born in the little town of
Bethlehem in a way no king had been born before and
He would serve and love like no king had before.

GROW IN FAITH: Just
because something isn’t
happening how we
expect it should doesn’t
mean that God is not at
work. God works things
out in even better ways
than we could ever
imagine! Do you think
God’s plans are better
than yours? Is that hard
to believe sometimes?
Why or why not?

MAKE A DIFFERENCE: In the
busy, and often noisy
season of Christmas, let’s
remember the quiet and
humble arrival of the LIGHT
of the world. We should
remember the real reason
for celebration is so much
bigger than gifts and
Christmas trees. People will
notice when we have
Christmas Cheer for a whole
different reason!

DECEMBER 20

Glory to God in the Highest

Luke 2:8-20

MEET GOD As Mary and Joseph are in Bethlehem, and baby
Jesus is being born, an angel appears to shepherds in a nearby
field to let them know that their savior - THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD has been born! Then, more angels appear and they begin
praising God! The shepherds ran off to see this child - and when
they find him, they go and tell
everyone they know. THEN, they
come back to Mary and Joseph
and baby Jesus, and they start
praising God for this gift!
That’s a lot of running around and
a lot of praising happening in one
night!
God chose an imperfect man
named Abraham to make a BIG
promise to, long long ago. He
chose a young man named
David as King over his people. He
chose a young girl to be the
mother of His Son, Jesus. He chose
for His son to be laid in a manger
(a bin animals ate out of). And
now, He chose simple shepherds
to be the first to hear about Jesus’
birth. God kept His promise to
bring THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD,
but I doubt anyone was
expecting it to happen like this…

GROW IN FAITH

Why do you think God chose these
people to use in HIS story!? Why do you
think He chose to tell the Shepherds about
Jesus’ birth, before anyone else? Are you
as excited about Jesus as the angels and
the shepherds were?

“Do not be
afraid. I bring
you good
news. It will
bring great
joy for all the

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

When you’re excited about something,
people around you will know about it!
Think about it: you will probably tell
everyone what you REALLY want for
Christmas - and you’ll probably talk even
more about it if you get it! We’ve been
given the greatest gift ever in Jesus! Ask
God to help you get EXCITED about Jesus’
birth, so that people will see your
excitement and you’ll get to share the
GOOD NEWS like the shepherds did!

people.
Today in the
town of
David a
Savior has
been born to
you. He is
the Messiah,
the Lord. “
- Luke 2:10-11
NIRV

DECEMBER 21

Visiting
the Temple
Luke 2:22-40

MEET GOD
Jesus’ parents took him to the temple as a
baby to dedicate him to the Lord. There was
a man there named Simeon - God had
promised him that he would live until he saw
the Messiah! The LIGHT OF THE WORLD!
When Simeon saw Jesus, He praised God! He
KNEW that Jesus (even though he was just a
baby at the time) was THE LIGHT that the
world had been waiting on!
God kept His promise to Simeon, and to His
people.
GROW IN FAITH

Simeon was well over 200 years

old before he met Jesus! That
means he had to wait a
LONG TIME for the promise
that God made him to be
fulfilled. Do you think Simeon
ever wondered if God had
forgotten about him? Do you
ever wonder if God
remembers you?

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Remember - God
ALWAYS keeps His
promises! When we
remain faithful while we
wait, people notice our
radical faith! By having
faith in God, you are
showing others how
confidently you believe.

DECEMBER 22

Three Wise Men
Matthew 2
GROW IN FAITH

The Wise Men
offered valuable
gifts to Jesus as
an act of worship
We can offer
what we have to
Jesus too! What
do you have that
you can use to
worship God?
(Think about your
time, talent and
treasure).

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

When we give
what we have to
God, people
notice! How can
your family, as a
unit, use what
you have as a
way to worship
God?

MEET GOD
Later, three men were studying the
stars when they saw one in the sky
and knew it was a sign that a king
was born! So the Wise Men followed
the star…
King Herod wanted the Wise Men to
report back to him so that he could
stop this “new king” from growing
up and leading His people. But the
Wise Men were too smart for that!
When they saw young Jesus, they
gave Him gifts and worshiped him.
Then, they obeyed God and
returned home on a different path
so that they didn’t have to see King
Herod again.
These men traveled from far away
to see a little boy and praise Him
and give Him gifts! But these
weren’t just Christmas gifts - they
were gifts for a KING…. the King the
people had been waiting for! This
was MORE proof that God had kept
His promise to His people! The
promised King - the LIGHT of the
world - was BORN!

DECEMBER 23

Jesus is
Baptized
Matthew 3

MEET GOD

As Jesus grew up, He
studied and learned so that
He would be prepared to
share the GOOD NEWS of
God’s love with the world.
God sent a man, John the
Baptist (Jesus’ cousin), to get
everyone ready for what
Jesus was going to teach
them!
John the Baptist was a wild
man - he ate bugs and
honey and wore animal
skins and lived in the desert.
He was sent to preach the
good news about Jesus
coming, but he didn’t go
into the cities - instead, he

went out into the desert and
people came to see him!
He lived in the desert
because the desert
symbolized what people’s
hearts were like. The
people’s hearts needed to
change in order to prepare
for Jesus’ GOOD NEWS!
One day, Jesus visited John
in the desert and was
baptized by him. When
Jesus came out of the
water, The Holy Spirit, in the
form of a dove came down
to Jesus, God’s voice
shouted out from heaven
that THIS WAS GOD’S SON!

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the
water. At that moment heaven was opened. Jesus saw the
Spirit of God coming down on him like a dove. A voice
from heaven said, “This is my Son, and I love him. I am very
pleased with him.” - Matthew 3:16&17 NIRV

GROW IN FAITH

What are some words that
might describe a desert? If
the desert symbolized the
people’s hearts, what do
you think their hearts were
like toward God? John the
Baptist said the people
needed to “prepare their
hearts” to receive what
Jesus was going to teach.
Think about it like this: when
your family comes over for
Christmas, you probably
have to clean your house,
right? Well, John was telling
them to “clean up” on the
inside!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
John the Baptist told the people
that in order to “prepare their
hearts” they must confess their sin
and realize that they need a
Savior! When someone repents,
they turn away from their sin and
follow God. That’s not always
easy - but it always makes a
difference! Do you need to
confess and repent? Take time to
repent and pray together as a
family.

DECEMBER 24

The GOOD News
John 1:1-9, 8:12 & 9:5, 1 John 1:5

MEET GOD
God’s people had been
waiting and waiting and
waiting for their Savior - their
King (remember how they
asked for a King in 1 Samuel,
and how God promised the
REAL KING would come from
David’s family in 2 Samuel?).
They’d heard promises from
God for so long, that some of
them had probably given up
hope.
God’s people knew they needed someone to judge them (help
them know right from wrong) and to go before them (have a
plan at all times) and to fight their battles (keep their nation safe).
God promised over and over again that He would meet those
needs, and that He would send THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD to all
the people on earth.
The GOOD NEWS about Christmas, is that God keeps His promises!
He sent THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, JESUS CHRIST, to live and die for
His people.
God’s people couldn’t live perfectly - but Jesus, God’s son, could!
He would live a perfect life and die for the sins of every person on
earth.

The LIGHT of Jesus allows
us to see what is right and
wrong with the help of the
Holy Spirit in us. The LIGHT
of Jesus shows us what we
need to see to have faith
in God’s plan. The LIGHT
of Jesus helps us
overcome any battle we
ever face!
We celebrate Christmas
because Jesus came to
be THE LIGHT OF THE
WORLD!

GROW IN FAITH

Read Psalm 119:105. In “light" of this
passage, and the others we read
today, what does it mean that Jesus
is the LIGHT of the world? What would
life look like if Jesus wasn’t a LIGHT in
your life?

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

When life gets dark, we have a
LIGHT in Christ. He is our hope, and
our strength! Pray together as a
family for someone you know who
doesn’t have Jesus as a LIGHT in
their life.

“Jesus spoke to the people again. He
said, “I am the light of the world. Anyone
who follows me will never walk in
darkness. They will have that light. They
will have life.” - John 8:12 NIRV

DECEMBER 25

Read Luke 2 &
Matthew 2
as a family

This 2021 Advent Devotional is written
for ALIVE Kids by many authors within
the ALIVE team. A special thanks to
all who contributed by researching,
writing, designing, illustrating,
packing and praying! Inspiration was
taken from “This is the Christmas
Story” by Kids Read Truth.
If you’re interested in more
resources, the ALIVE Kids team would
love to make recommendations
based on your families age/stage.
You can reach out any time to
kids@alivewesleyan.com or visit the
resource wall at Central Campus.

Family Christmas
Checklist
build & decorate a
gingerbread house
bake and decorate cookies and
deliver them to a neighbor
drive around town looking
at Christmas lights
watch a Christmas
movie in your PJ’s
write a letter to a missionary
and drop it off at ALIVE
setup a manger scene in
your home (or act one out!)
invite a friend to church
in the month of December
complete your ALIVE
Kids Advent Devotionals
donate baby supplies or
canned food to a local shelter
Tear this page out and put it on your fridge!
Check off the stars as you complete the checklist.

